Last
Year's Annual Report of the Royal Society of Medicine referred to the Society's new educational television channel. The launch film on 30th May 1989 contained a message from Her Majesty The Queen, which went as follows:
'As your Patron, I send you every good wish for the inauguration of the Society's new television channel on 30th May. I congratulate you on this exciting technological achievement, which will, I hope, benefit people throughout this country and in Europe, now and in years to come.'
The reference to Europe emphasizes the Society's commitment to involve itself much more actively on the European scene than hitherto. The Single European Act scheduled for 1992 is approaching fast and, as again stated in the Annual Report, the Society fully intends to prepare itself for this major event.
At present the Society has formal contacts with only three European societies, namely the Danish Medical Society, the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland and the Swedish Society of Medicine. This contrasts with the extensive and close links now forged with our colleagues in the United States of America, where the Royal Society of Medicine Foundation Inc was established 23 years ago and has office accommodation at the Metropolitan Club, New York. Its Anglo-American Visiting Professorship scheme and the regular Anglo-American conferences have become important elements in the Society's affairs. Evidence of the success of our relationships with the USA is the substantial Affiliate membership there, currently around the 3000 mark. As Fellows of the Society will know, in recent years there have been a number of developments in the context of medical practice which reflect the European trend. During the last decade a number of successful European medical societies and journals have been established, with participation by all countries within the Continent. Many British medical societies now hold joint meetings with colleagues in various parts of Europe. Occasional meetings of certain Sections of the Society have already taken place in venues on the Continent. There has also been an increasing number of invited speakers to Section meetings from European academic centres.
We have the basis and stimulus for making some major new moves now. The Officers of the Society have had preliminary discussions and certain initiatives are thought possible. These include encouraging more Sections to hold meetings in Europe or to meet jointly with European colleagues at the RSM, encouraging European participation in the activities of our Forums, and extending the Society's television activities to other European countries.
We would hope also to extend our formal links with other academic bodies within Europe.
There may also be scope for encouraging links between our library and similar libraries on the Continent. The Royal Society of Medicine also would hope to assist in exchange mechanisms for European colleagues, of all grades. Hopefully, these and like activities will encourage eligible colleagues from the mainland of Europe to apply for Fellowship and Affiliate membership of the Society.
To enable the matter to be pursued further, the Officers have proposed and Council have approved the setting up of a European Committee to consider how the Society's objectives may be promoted in Europe, and the establishment of a small named European Office to act as a focal point for European activity at the Society. The European Committee will meet frequently and would welcome any relevant suggestions and comments from members of the Society, many of whom travel frequently to the mainland of Europe where they have their own contacts and responsibilities. If you have such an interest, your help and ideas would be greatly appreciated.
